Baptism in the New Testament
Baptism of Jesus by John
Mark 1

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. "And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. °Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed,
‘The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. °I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. ‘’And just
as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. **And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well
pleased.’

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. "He was in the wilderness for forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Matthew 3

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ “This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.”’
“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts
and wild honey. “Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region
along the Jordan, “and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? °Bear fruit worthy of repentance. “Do not
presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. "’Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 ‘1 baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; |
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. "’His winnowing-
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. ““John would have
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ ’But Jesus answered
him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he consented.
'®And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. ’And a voice
from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.’

Luke 3



In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, “during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. *He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, “as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
° Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;
® and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come? “Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. ’Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’
10 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ 'In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” "’Even tax-
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ “He said to them,
‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” ““Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should
we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be
satisfied with your wages.’
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, ‘*John answered all of them by saying, ‘l baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. *’His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. "°But Herod the ruler,
who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things
that Herod had done, “’added to them all by shutting up John in prison.
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, ““and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.’

Luke 7

(And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of God,
because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. *’But by refusing to be baptized by him, the
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves.)

John 1
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,

‘Who are you?’ “’He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘l am not the Messiah.” *’And they
asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘l am not.” ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’



*’Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” “’He said,

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

“Make straight the way of the Lord”’,

as the prophet Isaiah said.

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. “"They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ “°John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among
you stands one whom you do not know, *’the one who is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandal.” “*This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! *’This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.” *'I myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with water for this
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” *’And John testified, ‘l saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. *°I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” **And | myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’

Did Jesus Himself baptise?
John 3

*’After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent some time there with
them and baptized. “’John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there;
and people kept coming and were being baptized

John 4

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples
than John” “—although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— ’he left Judea and
started back to Galilee.

Birth of water and the Spirit
John 3

“Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” “Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from
above.’ “The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Baptism into Christ’s death

Romans 6 (see also Gal 3:27, Col 2:12)



What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? “By no means!
How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. “We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 'For whoever has died is freed from sin. *But if
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.

Pentecost as Baptism by the Holy Spirit
Acts 1

“While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of
the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; *for John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
Trinitarian or Christological formula? Gift of the Holy Spirit?

Matthew 28

**And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. "Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, *’and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, |
am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Acts 1

*’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,
“Brothers, what should we do?” **Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
*’For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to him.” “’And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” *'So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and
that day about three thousand persons were added.

Acts 19

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he
found some disciples. “He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” *Then he said, “Into what then
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” ‘Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism
of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” *On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. "When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— ’altogether there were
about twelve of them.

Gift of the Holy Spirit



Acts 8

“But when they believed Philip, who was proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. “’Even Simon himself believed. After
being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed when he saw the signs and great
miracles that took place.

“’Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them. °The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
Spirit ‘°(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus). 'Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. “*Now
when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them
money, “saying, “Give me also this power so that anyone on whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy
Spirit.”

Instruction, Confession, Baptism
Acts 8

**Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about
Jesus. °As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here
is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” **He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. **When they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on
his way rejoicing.

Sequence: Baptism or the gift of the Spirit first?
Acts 10

“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. “°The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles, “*for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
*’“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as
we have?” “*So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to
stay for several days.

Baptism of “households” including children?
Acts 16

“When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

*“Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe
on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” **They spoke the word of the Lord to
him and to all who were in his house. *’At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their
wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay.



Exodus as prefiguration of Christian Baptism
1 Corinthians 10

| do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and
all passed through the sea, “and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, “and all ate the
same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ. "Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and
they were struck down in the wilderness. °Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we
might not desire evil as they did.

Role of Baptism in making the Church
1 Corinthians 12

“’For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ. “’For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Preaching and Baptizing: one ministry or two?
1 Corinthians 1

" Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the
same purpose. * For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you,
my brothers and sisters. ** What | mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “l belong to
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” **Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified
for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? ™1 thank God" that | baptized none of you except
Crispus and Gaius, ** so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. ** (1 did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) *” For Christ did
not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of
Christ might not be emptied of its power.

Post-baptismal sin: re-baptism?
Hebrews 6

Therefore let us go on toward perfection, leaving behind the basic teaching about Christ, and not laying
again the foundation: repentance from dead works and faith toward God, 2instruction about baptisms,
laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. > And we will do this, if God

permits. * For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, and
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, > and have tasted the goodness of the
word of God and the powers of the age to come, ® and then have fallen away, since on their own they
are crucifying again the Son of God and are holding him up to contempt.



