Acts 2

Peter Addresses the Crowd

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these
men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what
was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams;

18 yea, and on my menservants and my maidservants in those days

| will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

19 And | will show wonders in the heaven above

and signs on the earth beneath,

blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke;

20 the sun shall be turned into darkness

and the moon into blood,

before the day of the Lord comes,

the great and manifest day.

21 And it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with
mighty works and wonders and signs which God did through him in your midst, as you
yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge
of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 But God raised him up, having
loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David
says concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

moreover my flesh will dwell in hope.

27 For thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades,

nor let thy Holy One see corruption.

28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life;

thou wilt make me full of gladness with thy presence.”

29 “Brethren, | may say to you confidently of the patriarch David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne, 31 he
foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor
did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.

33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which you see and hear. 34 For David did not
ascend into the heavens; but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand,
35 till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet.



36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

The First Converts

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children and to all
that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many
other words and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So
those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Acts 3

Peter Speaks in Solomon’s Portico

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called
Solomon’s, astounded. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people, “Men of Israel, why
do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had
made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers,
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when
he had decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you, 15 and killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the
dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name, by faith in his name, has made this man strong
whom you see and know; and the faith which is through Jesus has given the man this perfect
health in the presence of you all.

17 “And now, brethren, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what
God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should suffer, he thus fulfilled.

19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Christ appointed for you,
Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for establishing all that God spoke by the
mouth of his holy prophets from of old. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a
prophet from your brethren as he raised me up. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you.
23 And it shall be that every soul that does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from
the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came
afterwards, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the
covenant which God gave to your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your posterity shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.” 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to
bless you in turning every one of you from your wickedness.”



Acts 13

Paul and Barnabas in Antioch of Pisidia

13 Now Paul and his company set sail from Paphos, and came to Perga in Pamphyl‘ia. And John
left them and returned to Jerusalem; 14 but they passed on from Perga and came to Antioch of
Pisid’ia. And on the sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the
reading of the law and the prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying,
“Brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and
motioning with his hand said:

“Men of Israel, and you that fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers
and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led
them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he bore with[a] them in the wilderness. 19 And
when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an
inheritance, for about four hundred and fifty years. 20 And after that he gave them judges until
Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a
man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up
David to be their king; of whom he testified and said, ‘l have found in David the son of Jesse a
man after my heart, who will do all my will.” 23 Of this man’s posterity God has brought to Israel
a Saviour, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his coming John had preached a baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do
you suppose that | am? | am not he. No, but after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet |
am not worthy to untie.

26 “Brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you that fear God, to us has
been sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers,
because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets which are
read every sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning him. 28 Though they could charge him with
nothing deserving death, yet they asked Pilate to have him killed. 29 And when they had
fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a tomb.
30 But God raised him from the dead; 31 and for many days he appeared to those who came up
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring
you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us their
children by raising Jesus; as also it is written in the second psalm,

‘Thou art my Son,

today | have begotten thee!

34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he
spoke in this way,

‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.

35 Therefore he says also in another psalm,

‘Thou wilt not let thy Holy One see corruption.’

36 For David, after he had served the counsel of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was
laid with his fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but he whom God raised up saw no corruption.
38 Let it be known to you therefore, brethren, that through this man forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you, 39 and by him every one that believes is freed from everything from which



you could not be freed by the law of Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest there come upon you
what is said in the prophets:

41 ‘Behold, you scoffers, and wonder, and perish;

for | do a deed in your days,

a deed you will never believe, if one declares it to you.”

42 As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next sabbath.
43 And when the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to continue in the
grace of God.

Acts 17

Paul in Athens

16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw
that the city was full of idols. 17 So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout
persons, and in the market place every day with those who chanced to be there. 18 Some also
of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers met him. And some said, “What would this babbler
say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he preached
Jesus and the resurrection. 19 And they took hold of him and brought him to the Are-op’agus,
saying, “May we know what this new teaching is which you present? 20 For you bring some
strange things to our ears; we wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the
Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time in nothing except telling or
hearing something new.

22 So Paul, standing in the middle of the Are-op’agus, said: “Men of Athens, | perceive that in
every way you are very religious. 23 For as | passed along, and observed the objects of your
worship, | found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by man, 25 nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all men life and breath
and everything. 26 And he made from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they
should seek God, in the hope that they might feel after him and find him. Yet he is not far from
each one of us, 28 for ‘In him we live and move and have our being’;

as even some of your poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the Deity is like gold, or silver, or
stone, a representation by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now he commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of
this he has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.”

32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked; but others said, “We
will hear you again about this.” 33 So Paul went out from among them. 34 But some men joined
him and believed, among them Dionys’ius the Are-op’agite and a woman named Dam’aris and
others with them.



