FEAST DAYS OF THE NEW MOONS (Rosh Chodesh): The first day of
cach new month (the Jewish calendar is based in part on the lunar month)
was 1 special feast day on which bumt offerings were to be made, Trum-
pets were blown, as a mark of the festal natere of the occasion, The Feasts
of the New Moon were a sign of the eternal character of the covenant and
of the faithfulaes of the Lord. The persistence of these feasts contribured
to Israel's adherence to & Junar calendar in governing its religious and
communal life. Numbers 10:10, 28:11-15

PASSOVER AND THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BEREAD (Pesmach): A
seven day feasr which Dbegan with a “Sedar’ meal commemorating the
historical deliverznce of Istael from Egypt and the firss Passover, A prohi-
bition against earing leavened bread symbolized the haste of the Exodus
night, On the fese and last days, holy asemblies were held and sacrifices
were offered, Mo servile work was done during the course of the feast.
Exodus 12 and 13; Numbers 28: 16-25; Detreronomy 16: 1-8

FEAST OF WEEKS (Pentecost, the Day of First Fruits, Shavuet): A onc
day festival which marked the end of the grain harvest and the beginning of
the season for the offering of first fruits, and also commemorated che
piving of the Law. It came to be known as Pentecost because it was
celebrated on the Hftieth day from the Sabbath beginning Passover, A
holy conwvocation was held, and sacrifices were 1o be offered, FExodus
23:16, 34:22; Numbpers 25:26-31; Lewieicns 23:10-21; Deuréronomy
16:9-12

THE DAY OF BLOWING OF TRUMPETS (Seventh Mew Moon, Rosh
Hashanah): A special festal observance of the New Moon of the scventh
month. The sacrifices were greater than for other New Moons, All hard
labor ¢zased. The traditional explanaton for the special observancs for
this month's new moon is built upon the principle of the sacredness of the
number seven, Sipees the Jewish civil year began on the first of the month
Tighri, as the first day of the first month, this day was alse ealled “Rosh
Hashanah,” or New Year, In more modern practice, this day marked the
beginning of a period of fasting and penitenee which continued unti] the
Dray of Atonement, Wumbers 29: 144; Lewiticus 23.24

DAY OF ATONEMENT (Yom Kippurk lsracl’s most solemn holy day, and
a day of holy convocation. The Day of Atonement served as a rerminder
that the deily, weekly, and monthly mcrifices made ar the altar of burac
offering were not sufficient ro arone for sin. On this day, the high priest
presented 2 blood serifice in the Holy of Holies for himself and for
all of the iniquities of Isracl. All work was strictly forbidden, and a seace
fast was enjoined upon all the people. Levincws 16; 23:26-32; 25:%;
Exodus 30:10; Numbers 28: 7-11

FEAST OF TABERMNACLES (Feast of Booths, Feast of Ingathering,
Sueccoth)s A feast lasring seven days, On the fiest and last days of the fezst
holy assemblies were held. The people dwelt in booths made of branches
and boughs of trees to commemerate Istacl's time of wandering in the
wilderness, The feasr wag also agsociated with the fall harvest, and thus
fruits were “in-gathered.” Exodus 23-06; 34:22; Leviticuy 23:34, 3943,
Dyngerononty 16: 13-15; Numbers 2§ 12-38

FEAST OF DEDICATION (Hanukkah): An exmra-biblical feast which
commemorated the victories of Judas Maccabeus and the punfication and
rededication of the temple under hig leadership, The feast lasts for cight
days. Special candles were lit cach of the cight nighes, and so the feast
wis also known as the “Festival of Lights," Maccabees 4.52-59

FAST OF ESTHER AND FEAST OF PURIM: A feast was established by
Mordecai in the 5th century B.C. to commemorate the miraculous de-
liverance of the Jews from the inerignes of Haman, A one dzy fast tadi-
tionally prececded the feast, Esther 9

MOTE: Passover, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles
are collectively known as the Three Pilgrim Feasrs. These were the
three major feasts for which all males of Tsrael were required 1o
travel 1o the Temple in Jerusalem. Exodus 23: 14-19

16

PASSOVER AND THE FEAST OF £
UNLEAVENED BREAD - 14tk to 20th of Nisarn [§

"*30 days before Paim Sunday - LENT

**Sunday before Easter - PALM SUNDAY
New Moon (Rosh Chodesh Tyar) [ **Weel before Baster - HOLY WEEK
! **Movealle Dare - EASTER/PASCHA

**40 days afcer Eagrer - ASCENSION DAY

it Ty . -

New Moon (Rosh Chodesh Sivan) [l 30 days after Easter - PENTECOST
FEAST OF WEEKS - 6tk of Sivan [

f : **Sunday afrer Pertecost - TRINITY SUNDAY (Western)/

- ALL SAINTS DAY (Eastern)

MOVEABLE FEASTS TIED TO DATE OF EASTER

MNew Moon (Rosh Chodesh Tammuz)
June 28tk - FEAST OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

Mew Moon (Rosh Chodesh Ab) 3

| Awngust 6th - TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

New Moon {Resh Chodesh Eiul) | - | Awgust 15eh - DORMITION OF MARY/THE THEOTOKOS

September Stk - NATIVITY OF MARY/THE THEOTOKOS

Seprember 14th - ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CR
DAY OF BELOWING OF TRUMFETS - ist of Tistrr [l 1 BRI

DAY OF ATONEMENT - Ttk af Tishrs
FEAST OF TABERMACLES - I5th to Z1st of Tishri

New Moon - (Rosh Chodesh Heshvan) [2

November [5eh - PRE-CHRISTMAS LENT (Eastern)

New Moon (Rosh Chodesh Chislev) [& l **Sunday closest to November 30th - ADVENT (Western)

FEAST OF DEDICATION - 25tk of Chislev to
2nd of Teberk B8

MNew Moon (Rosh Chodesh Tebeth)
| December 25th - CHRISTMAS/NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

| Jamuary 1se - CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD/HOLY NAME DA
January 6ok - EPIPHANY OF QUR LORD

New Maoon (Rosh Chodesh Shehat)
sl Frbruary 2nd - PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD

New Moon (Rosh Chodesh Adar)
FAST OF ESTHER - 13th of Aduer
FEAST OF PURIM - j4¢h & 15th of Adar

| March 25th - ANNUNCIATION

| December Seb/oth - CONCEPTION OF MARY/THE THEQTOKOS

LENT, PALM SUNDAY, AND HOLY WEEK: Lenct is a forcy day period
of fastng and spiritual preparaton prior to Holy Week and the celebrrion
of Easter, In the Omthodox tradition, the fast of Great Lent begins on
Clean Monday: in the Western cradidon, on Ash Wednesday. Palm Sunday
i a feast in commemoration of Christ's triumphal entey into Jerusalem.
Holy Week focuses on the events in the last week of Christ's carchly
ministry, including the institution of che Eucharise, flis tial, crucifixion,
and burial, Holy Week is & time of special fasting and contemplation .

EASTER: The highest feast day of the Church year, in celebeation of pur
Lord's Resuerection,

ASCENSION DAY AND PENTECOST: Ascension Day celebrates the
bodity ascension of our Lord into heaven, Pentecost is a feast day cele-
brating the descent of the Hely Spiric upon  the Church, In the West,
the celebration foguses on the Person of the Holy Spirit. In the East, the
descens of che Holy Spiric is seen as che finul act of salvation enabling
the Church 1o participate in the life of the Holy Trinity. Thus, Pencocost
is sometimes referred o as “Holy Trinity Day,” and the Monday following
Pencecost is sct apart as “Holy Spiric Dav' oo specially recognize the
ministry of the Holy Spicit in che life of the Church,

TRINITY SUNDAY: In the West, the Sunday [ollowing Pencrecost is sot
aside 1 a feast honoring the Holy Teinity, In the Eascern ctradition, this
celebration is part of the Peatecost fenst, '

ALL SAINTS DAY: In the Orthodox tadition, the Feast of All $Saints
is celebrated on the Sunday following Pentecost: in the West, All Saints
Day i celebrated on November 1st, Specific saints are recopnized on other
days throughour the Christian year,

FEAST OF THE HOLY APOSTLES: A feast commemorating the life and
work of the Apostles Peter and Paul, In the Eastern readition, the period
berween All Saints Day and this feast is 2 time of fasting,

ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS: A commemoration of the restora-
tion and exaltation of the cross of Cheist, found in 335 AD. The day is
kept as 2 serict fast in remembrance of Christ's sufferings upon the cross.

ADVENT/ PRECHRISTMAS LENT: In the West, the period prior to
Christmas is called “Adwent,” and is & time of joyful anricipation of the
coming of Christ on Christmas Day, In the East, the period becween
November 15th and Christrns is ohserved a5 a fast, in preparation for the
celebeation of the Incarnation.

CHEISTMAS: A feast in eclebration of the Marivity and Incarnation of
our Lord. The Christmos feast or season continues from Christmas Day
until Epiphany or the celebration of the Bupcism of Christ.

EPIPHANY: ‘A feast day celebrating the showing forth of the Divinity of
Christ. In the East, the emphasis & on the recognition of Chrises divinity
through the events surounding His baptism, In the West, the focus i
on the acknowledgement of Chrise's divinicy on the part of the Three
Mapi, and Chrise's baptizm is celebrated one week larer.

OTHER FEAST DAYS OF OUR LORD: In addition to Easter, Ascension
Day, Christmas, and Epiphany, several other events in the life of Christ
are also marked by special feast days, The Transfigeraton is celebrated on
August Gth. The Circumcision of our Loed eight days after his birth is
eclebrated on January 1st. (This fease is reforred to as "Hely Name Day”
in the Anglican cradition, because on the day of Christ's circumcision He
way given the name “Jess.”} The Presentacion of our Lord in the Temple
wien He was 40 days old is honored on February 2nd,

FEAST DAYS OF THE VIRGIN MARY/ THE THEOTOKDS: Because

the Virgin Mary was specially chosen by God to bear the Son of God in His

hurnanity, and becauss of her life of holiness and Faith, the Roman Catho-
lic and Orthodox eraditions give special honor to Mary. Significant evengs
in her life are marked by special feast dave, The Dormitdon (Falling Aslezp}
of Mary is celebrared on August 15th. (In the Eastern cradition, this feast
is preceeded by a fase beginning on August 15 The Madvity of Mary is
celebrated on Seprember 8th, The Presenmtion of Mary in the Tempie is
commemarated on Movember 21st. The Conception of Mary is celebrared
on the 3th of December in the West, and on the 9th of December in the
Easz, The Annunciation to Mary is celebraved on March 25th,
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